WHEN  DO  THEY  MATURE?

years.'1 Mrs. Bhat, lady Superintendent of the Seva
Sedan at Poona, is said to have stated that 'consumma-
,tion of marriage did not usually take place before
puberty, but soon after puberty, and a little before the
age of 13.'* And the Honourable Justice Ramesam
of Madras in an opinion given in 1927 writes :

I know cases of puberty (followed by monthly
periods) at 9!, at 10 y. 2 m. Cases of attaining
puberty at n are very common in South India.
Cases below 9 may be regarded as pathological
and may be ignored but the other instances cannot
be ignored.3

Another intelligent witness, speaking of the Hindu
girl, says : 'According to medical evidence, she attains
puberty in her twelfth year/4

And lastly, Dr. (Mrs.) Muthulakshmi Reddi, the
Deputy-President of the Madras Council, testifies from
her own personal experience in the South :

If puberty is delayed beyond 14, the husband's
people get ever-anxious and begin to consult the
doctors. Many such cases have been brought to
me for consultation. Sometimes the girl is made to
live with her husband before even the first menses
appears. I can bring to memory many such cases.6

1 Opinions on the Hindu Child Marriage Bill, Government of
India, Paper No. i, p. 12, February, 1938.

* Times of India, Bombay, November 5th, 1928.

8 Opinions on the Hindu Child Marriage Bill, Paper No. i, p. 9,
February 1928.
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